
 

 

 

 

July 8, 2026 

 
VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 
 
The Honorable Todd Blanche 
Acting Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
 
Dear Acting Attorney General Blanche: 
 

Messages involving personnel in Jack Smith’s Special Counsel Office (SCO) raise 
serious concerns about the Biden administration’s failure to properly secure classified materials.1  
The messages show that these failures caused a security “violation and incident” where a Justice 
Department sensitive compartmented information facility (SCIF) accessible to SCO personnel 
was left open overnight and potentially longer.   

 
For example, the messages show that there were concerns that 1) an individual was given 

access to classified materials without confirming they had the requisite “need to know”; 2) there 
was at least one instance where the potential movement of classified materials accessed by SCO 
personnel housed in a Justice Department SCIF was unaccounted for; and 3) “a violation and 
incident” occurred when a SCIF accessible to SCO personnel was left open at least overnight and 
potentially longer.  The messages appear related to Smith’s case against President Trump for 
allegedly mishandling classified materials, and I write to seek additional information in that 
regard.    
 
 
 
 
 

 
[REST OF PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK] 

 
 
 
 
 

 
1 These messages and individual names were produced by the Justice Department in response to a request for 
communications between and among Special Counsel Jack Smith personnel.    
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A.  Concerns that individuals were provided access to classified materials without confirming 
they had the appropriate “need to know” and material housed in a SCIF may have been moved.   
 
CVR - Carli Rodriguez-Feo; JAE - Julie Edelstein: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B.  A SCIF accessible to SCO personnel was left open overnight and potentially longer which 
created “a violation and incident,” and there was limited help with oversight to secure the SCIF.   
 
WGO - William O’Neil; CVR - Carli Rodriguez-Feo:2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
2 TPW – Thomas Windom; SLV – Stephanie Van Buskirk 
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C. SLV - Stephanie Van Buskirk was identified in the messages above as opening the SCIF “the 
day before” that resulted in the “violation and incident”, and she appears to be an assistant to 
Jack Smith. 
 
MGG - Molly Gaston; TPW - Thomas Windom 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
While serving as Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton mishandled highly classified 

material.3  Not only did the Obama Justice Department not prosecute, but—as shown by the 
records that have since been declassified—the Obama FBI also failed to fully investigate 
necessary leads.4  Regarding Joe Biden, the Biden administration’s Justice Department refused to 
prosecute his decades-long mishandling of highly classified information even though the 
Department determined evidence showed “that President Biden willfully retained and disclosed 
classified materials.”5  The text messages above show SCO personnel during the Biden 
administration discussing an individual who was given access to classified material without 
confirming their “need to know” and the failure to properly secure classified information held in 
a SCIF which caused a “violation and incident.”  This conduct appears to show the Biden Justice 
Department may have mishandled classified information while it prosecuted President Trump for 
allegedly mishandling classified information.  This is yet another example of law enforcement’s 
double standards in the previous administration. 

 
Please provide answers to the following questions and responsive records no later than 

July 22, 2026. 
 

1. Did the SCIF at issue in the messages contain material that was part of Jack Smith’s 
prosecution of then-candidate Trump? 

2. Did the Biden Justice Department perform any investigation into Special Counsel Jack 
Smith’s operation for the following:  

a. Personnel being given access to classified information without confirming their 
need to know?  If yes, what were the results?  If not, why not? 

 
3 Press Release, State Dept.’s Clinton Server Review Found 38 Individuals Culpable for 91 Security Violations, (Oct. 
18, 2019) https://www.grassley.senate.gov/news/news-releases/state-dept-s-clinton-server-review-found-38-
individuals-culpable-91-security.  
4 Press Release, Newly Declassified DOJ Watchdog Report Shows FBI Cut Corners in Clinton Email Investigation, 
(Jul. 21, 2025) https://www.grassley.senate.gov/news/news-releases/newly-declassified-doj-watchdog-report-shows-
fbi-cut-corners-in-clinton-email-investigation.  
5 Special Counsel Robert K. Hur, Report on the Investigation Into Unauthorized Removal, Retention, and Disclosure 
of Classified Documents Discovered at Locations Including the Penn Eiden Center and the Delaware Private 
Residence of President Joseph R. Biden, Jr., (Feb. 5, 2024) https://www.justice.gov/storage/report-from-special-
counsel-robert-k-hur-february-2024.pdf.  
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b. Unauthorized access to, or mishandling of, classified materials?  If yes, what were 

the results?  If not, why not? 
c. If any classified materials, including classified evidence, were compromised, 

missing, altered, or tampered with?  If yes, what were the results?  If not, why 
not? 

d. Who was responsible for failing to properly secure the SCIF?  Have they been 
held accountable?  If yes, what were the results?  If not, why not? 

e. Who was provided with access to the SCIF without a need to know? 
f. Who was responsible for the security “violation and incident” referenced in the 

April 19, 2024, text messages?  Were they held accountable?  If not, why not? 
3. Did Special Counsel Smith notify President Trump’s counsel or the federal court about 

the security “violation and incident” referenced in the April 19, 2024, text messages and 
government personnel having access to material without confirming their need to know?  
If not, why not?   

4. Provide the names, positions, and duty assignment for all SCO, DOJ, or other 
government personnel who were granted access to SCO classified materials while 
secured at Justice Department facilities when Smith served as Special Counsel. 

5. Provide the names, positions, and duty assignment for SCO, DOJ, other government 
personnel, or any individual who accessed, whether authorized or unauthorized, SCO 
classified materials while secured at Justice Department facilities when Smith served as 
Special Counsel. 
 
Thank you for your prompt review and responses. If you have any questions, please 

contact my Committee staff. 
 
 
 
 

    Sincerely,  
 
 
 

Charles E. Grassley 
Chairman 
Committee on the Judiciary 


