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Title: (U) Opening Communication
Re: --WF—2166085, 05/10/2017

- The captioned investigation is highly sensitive and being
placed in a prohibited status based on verbal authority from Assistant
Director E.W. Priestap on 10 May 2017. Additionally, the investigation
is designated a SIM.

- To provide an electronic record, this document will serve as a
placeholder within Sentinel for the opening communication. The
original document and any associated 1A envelopes have been manually
drafted and approved. The original apprcved and serialized documents
are stored in a physical case file. This case¢ - file is secured in a
certified SCIF, located at FBI Washington Field Office, and available
for inspection upon request. Requests for inspection will need to be
approved by the Assistant Director of Cocunterintelligence Division.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 05/10/2017
To: COUNTERINTELLIGENCE Attn: CD! :
SC Paul H. Haertel
SSA

From: Washington Field
Squad CI

Approved By: ol

Laycock Steph
QOrlando Michael

Drafted By: [N -
case  #: (NN QI vz (Pending) ~|

Title: (R MARCH TOLL;
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER
Synopsis: To document the opening of a preliminary

investigation regarding MARCH TOQLL.

(- Reason: 1.4{b)

Derived From: FBI NS!SC-20090615
Declassify On: 20421231

(U) Preliminary Investigation In:.t:.ated 05/10/2017, Set to
Expire 11/10/2017 .

Administrative: (U//JJ Based on guidance from FBI
Headquarters, the captioned investigation is being placed in a
prohibited status.

Enclosure: ([ One letter supporting the opening of the
MARCH TOLL

Details: (- The FBI received the referenced letter dated
20 March 2017 from two U.S. Senators regarding MARCH TOLL's
representations to the Senate Judiciary Committee, both at his
confirmation hearing and subsequent to it. The letter raises
concerns about the extent of MARCH TOLL's contact with Russian
officials, and requests the FBI investigate whether any laws
were broken in the course of those contacts.
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To: COUNTERIN GENCE From: Washington Field
: WF-NEW (Pending), 05/10/2017

captioned investigation as a Preliminary Investigation. In
line with DIOG section 6.5, I requests the opening of
the MARCH TOLL Preliminary Investigatlcn on the following basis:
An activity constituting a federal crime or a threat to the '
national security has or may have occurred, is or may be
occurring, or will oxr may occur and the investigation may obtain
information or intelligence relating to the activity or the
involvement or role of an individual, group, or organization in
such activity. Additionally, WFO/CI requests the captioned
investigation be opened as a Sensitive Investigative Matter -
Domestic Public Official as defined in DIOG section 10.1.2.2.1.

-) wro/HI has been dﬁed by FBIHQ/’CD-. to open the

( On 28 April 2017, then Director James B. Comey, Jr.
notified Deputy Attorney General Rod J. Rosenstein that the FBI
was in receipt of the above information and the FBI would be
opening this investigation.
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LEAD (s) :
Set Lead 1: (Info)

COUNTERINTELLIGENCE

AT Washington, DC

‘(U) CD-. is requested to read and clear.
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" March 20, 2017

The Honorable James B. Comey, Jr.
Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

935 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20535

Dear Director Comey:

We are writing you in regards to Attorney General Jeff Sessions’ representatibns to
, the Senate Judiciary Committee, both at his confirmation hearing and subsequent
: to it. . :

In a written question after the hearing, Senator Leahy asked him:

Several of the President-Elect’s nominees or senior advisers have
Russian ties. Have you been in contact with anyone connected to any
part of the Russian government about the 2016 electxon, either before
or after election day?

Under oath, Attorney General Sessions responded with an unequivocal “No,” and
provided no further explanation.

" During his conﬁnnaﬂon hearing on January 10, 2017, Senator Franken also asked _

- ‘him, “if there is:any evidence that anyone affiliated with the Trump campalgn
communicated with the Russian government in the course of this campaign, what
will you do?” Rather than respond to the question asked, he instead testified that
“[he has] been called a surrogate a time or two in that campaign and.[he] did not
have commu’rﬁcations with the Russians.”

On March 1, 2017, the Washington Post reported that Attorney General Sessions
had at least two meetings with the Russian ambassador during the 2016
elections.! According to the report, then-Senator Sessxons had a private meeting in

. n-ummmxdemmhcamgggn—lggxce-ofﬁctgls-sgvlzo 17/03/0 1177"053 a~fc§c—l |Q~Wb§-9e&l$afeb09f story.htmi
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" The HonorabIe' James B. Comey, Jr. - - ‘

Page 2 of 3
March 20, 2017

his personal office with the Russian ambassador on September 8, 2016, and they

. also had a conversation following an event at the Republican National Convention
in July 2016. Following this revelation, the Attorney General issued a statement
that claimed he “never met with any Russian officials to discuss issues of the -
campaign. I have no idea what this allegation is about. Itis false.”

. The Attorney General then confirmed he had met with the Russian ambassador on
" these two occasions during a press conference on March 2, 2017, during which he
said the September meeting took place “in campaign season, but [he did not] recall
any political conversations.”* He also claimed that he “[did not] remember a lot of
[the conversation].” The Attorney General later confirmed both meetingsina
letter to the Judiciary Committee on March 6 2017

Given his own admissions regardmg contacts.with the Russian ambassador,
including at the Republican National Convention, and particularly in light of his
description of his lack of recollection of what was said during the conversations,
Attorney General Sessions’ written testimony t0 Senator Leahy appears to be
discernably false. His testimony to'Senator Franken also appears to be
unequivocally false.

We are concemed by Attorney General Sessions’ lack of candor to the Committee
and his failure thus far to accept responsibility for testimony that could be
" construed as perjury. We are also disturbed that the Attorney General has not been

forthcoming about his contacts with the Russian ambassador since he was forced to.

disclose the two meetings following press reports. The press has now reported that
there was a third undisclosed instance in which the Attorney General may have had
contact with the Russian ambassador during the 2016 elections, which occurred at
asmall, private campaign event in Apnl 2016 with then-candndate Trump in
atiendance.’.

In light of Attorney General Sessions’ failure to provide truthful and complete
responses to the Judiciary Committee — in his sworn testimony, in his explanation
for his false statements, and in his subsequent March 6 letter purporting to provide
“supplemental” testimony — we ask that you investigate all contacts the Russian
ambassador, or any other Russian officials, may have had with Attorney General
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Page 3 of 3
March 20, 2017

Sessions or with his staff, and whether any laws weré broken in the course of those
contacts or in any subsequent discussion of whether they occurred. We also
request that you brief us on the results of that 1nvest1gat10n

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely, % -
PATRICK LEAHY AL FRANKEN
Utiited States Senator ‘ United States Senator
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Title: (U) Opening LHM

From: WASHINGTON FIELD

wr

——

Case ID #: -WE‘——2166085 ““@ER “PRCH TOLL;

Synopsis: (U} To place the opening LHM in the file.

Reascn: 1.4 (b)

Derived From: FBI NSISC-
20090615
Declassify On: 20421231

Preliminary Investigation Initiated: 05/10/2017, set to expire 11/10

/2017

Details:

@ o provide an electronic record, this document will serve as a
placeholder within Sentinsl for the opening LHM that is in physieal
format.. The original was signed on 15 Méy 2017 and is being placed in
a physical case file. A hard copy was provided to co-j] ssa _

on 16 May 2017 for dissemination to DOJ as deemed appropriate
by CD This case file is secured in a certified SCIF, located at FBI
Washington Field Office, and available for inspection upon request.
Requests for inspection will need to be approved by the Assistant
Director of Counterintelligence Division.

‘ ' n2s, - OFFICIAL RECORD
Py LSt

Elactronic Communicatian

N Date: 05/18/2017

SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Electronic Communication

Title: (U) Opening LHM Date: 05/15/2017

From: Washington Field
Sguad C
Contact: SA

Approved By:

) -—WF—2166085’3' S vercE TOLL:

SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER

Case ID #:

Synopsis: (U) Opening LHM for dissemination.

] Reason: 1.4(b)
Derived From: FBI NSISC-20090615

Declassify On: 20421231

(0) Preliminary Investigation Initiated: 05/10/2017, set to expire
11/10/2017

Enclosure: () opening LHM for MARCH TOLL

Details: (- The MARCH TOLL investigation was opened on 10 May
2017, Enclosed is an LHM documenting the opening of the investigation
as a Preliminary Investigation, Sensitive Investigative Matter.

On 28 April 2017, then Director James B. Comey, Jx. notified
Deputy Attorney General Rod J. Rosenstein that the FBI was in receipt
of the above information and the FBI would be opening this
investigation. CDJjjis requested to disseminate the enclosed opening
LHM to DOJ as CDjjjdeems appropriate.

bo Mot UpLoad I
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Re: [wr-2166085, 05/15/2017

LEAD(s) :
Set Lead 1:  (Info)

_ COUNTERINTELLIGENCE

AT Washington, DC

(U) CD—.is requested to disseminate the 0pening LHM

as deemed appropriate by CD-JJ|j
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Title: (U) March 2017 Letter Date: 05/23/2017

From: WASHINGTON FIELD
WE-

—

case 10 #: [JJr-2166085- 3 (Il 2rcu ToLL;
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER

synopsis: (U) To place a letter from March 2017 to the file.

Reason: 1.4 (b)

Derived From: FBI NSISC-
20080615 -
Declassify On: 20421231

Preliminary Investigation Initiated: 05/10/2017, set to6 expire 11/10
/2017

Details:

(-) To provide an electronic record, this document will serve as a
placeholder within Sentinel for a March 2017 latter that is related to
MARCH TOLL. This case file is secured in a certified SCIF, located at
FBI Washington Field Office, and available for inspection upon
request. Requests for inspection will need to be approved by the
Assistant Director of Counterintelligence Division.
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Title: (U) March 2017 Letter Date: 05/23/2017

From: Wash
]
C

Approved By:

Drafted By:

Case ID #:

Synopsis:

ington Field

quad CI{i] i
ontact: 5 [

o 216500053 (M wercn Tonn;

SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER

{U) To place a letter from March 2017 to the file.

Reason: 1.4(b)
Perived From: FBI NSISC-20080615
Declassify On: 20421231

(U) Preliminary Investigation Initiated: 05/10/2017, set to expire

11/10/2017
Enclosure:

Details: (

- One letter dated 06 March 2017.

One letter, signed by MARCH TOLL, dated 06 March

2017, was obtalned from the Internet and is enclosed with this

document.
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The Attorney General
Washington, D.C.

March 6, 2017

Hon. Charles E. Grassley
~ Chairman
Senate Judiciary Committee
226 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Hon. Dianne Feinstein

Ranking Member

Senate Judiciary Committee

152 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C, 20510

Dear Chairman Grassley and Ranking Member Feinstein:

I write to supplement my January 10, 2017, testimony before the
Comunittee. '

During my confirmation hearing, Senator Franken asked the following
question:

OK. CNN has just published a story and I'mi telling you this about
a news story that's just been published. I'm not expecting you to
know whether or not it's true or not. But CNN just published a
story alleging that the intelligence community provided
documents to the president-elect last week that included
information that quote, “Russian operatives claimed to have
compromising personal and financial information about Mr.
Trump.” These documents also allegedly say quote, “There was a
continuing exchange of information during the campaign between
Trump's surrogates and intermediaries for the Russian
government.” [Emphasis added]

Now, again, I'm telling you this as it's coming out, so you know.
But, if it's true, it's obviously extremely serious and if there is any
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evidence that anyone affiliated with the Trump campaign
communicated with the Russian government in the course of this
campaign, what will you do? .

Iresponded: “Senator Franken, I'm not aware of any of those activities. I have
been called a surrogate at a time or two in that campaign and I didn't have
did not have communications with the Russians, and I'm unable to comment on
it”

My answer was correct. As ] noted in my public statement on March 2,
2017, I was surprised by the allegations in the question, which I had not heard
before. T answered the question, which asked about a “continuing exchange of
information during the campaign between Trump’s surrogates and
intermediaries for the Russian government,” honestly. I did not mention
comwnunications I had had with the Russian Ambassador over the years
because the question did not ask about them.

As I discussed publicly on March 2, 2017, I spoke briefly to the Russian
Ambassador at the Republican National Convention in Cleveland, Ohio, in July
2016. This was at the conclusion of a speech I had made, when I also met and
spoke with other ambassadors. In September 2016, I met with the Russian
Ambassador at my Senate office in the presence of members of my professional
Senate staff. I do not recall any discussions with the Russian Ambassador, or
any other representative of the Russian government, regarding the political
campaign on these occasions or any other occasion.

The Judiciary Committee received a letter dated March 3, 2017, from
Committee Democrats that asks other questions. The letter asks why I did not
supplement the record to note any contact with the Russian Ambassador before
its disclosure. Having considered my answer responsive, and no one having

" suggested otherwise, there was no need for a supplemented answer.

I also promptly made a decision on recusal. Isaid during the course of
my confirmation hearing that if a question arose as to whether I should recuse
myself from a particular matter, I would consult with the appropriate ethics
officials at the Department in order to make a decision. Within a week of
becoming Attorney General, I held the first meeting concerning recusal. And,
on February 27, 2017, my staff scheduled a meeting for March 2, 2017. On that
date, I met with the relevant officials, and later that day announced my recusal
from certain matters. This process and schedule were established before I was
made aware of any concern about the accuracy of my testimony before the
Committee.
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The March 3, 2017, letter also asked why I had not recused myself from
. “Russian contacts with the Trump-transition team and administration.” 1
understand the scope of the recusal as described in the Department’s press
release would include any such matters. This should not be taken as any
evidence of the existence of any such investigation or its scope. Suffice it to say
that the scope of my recusal is consistent with the applicable regulations, which
I have considered and to which I have adhered.

Very truly yours, Z '

10nS
Attorney General

JS:ph
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Electronic Communication

pitle: (U) Open Source Information . Date: 05/23/2017

From: WASHINGTON FIELD
wr-c

Approved By:

Case ID #: -—WE‘—-2166085 - MARCH TOLL;
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER

Synopsis: (U) To place open source information to the file.

Reason: 1.4(b)

Perived From: FBI NSISC-
20090615
Declassify On: 20421231

Preliminary Investigation Initiated: 05/10/2017, set to expire 11/10
/2017

Details:

- To provide an electronic record, this document will serve as a
placeholder within Sentinel for open source information that is
related to MARCH TOLL. This case file is secured in a certified SCIF,
located at FBI Washington Field Office, and available for inspection
upon request. Requests for inspection will need to be approved by the
Assistant Director of Counterintelligence Division.
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Title: (U) Open Source Information Date: 05/23/2017

From: Washington Field

Squad CIJ

.Contact: SA

Approved By:

prartea 5y: (NN
case 10 #: ({N -WE‘—2166085’q

MARCH TOLL;

Synopsis: (U) To place open source information to the file.

@  Reason: 1.4(b)
Derived From: FBI NSISC-20090615
Declassify On: 20421231

{U) Preliminary Investigation Initiated: 05/10/2017, set to expire
11/10/2017 ~

Enclosure: -) Two open source printouts.

Details: - One physical copy of information available on
http://nationalinterest.org/, dated 08 March 2017, that is related to
MARCH TOLL is enclosed with this document. Also enclosed is one
physical copy of information available .on

https//viww, hufflngtonpost com/, dated 09 March 2017, that is related
to MARCH TOLL.

4

Do Not Upload

BY: H68P53P53

DATE: 07302026

SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER

2166085-1A SEC 001 SER 1A6--000031




DECLASSIFIED BY THE FBI
BY: H68P53P53
—_W'

Jeff Sessions Likely Met Russian Ambassador A Third Time | HuffPosb Page 1 of 4
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POLITICS o032/m08/2017 02 59 pm ET | Updated Mar 09, 2017
Jeff Sessions Likely Met Russian
Ambassador A Third Time

The attorney general initially denied any contact with the Russians, then later
admitted to just two meetings.

By Christina Wilkie

Attorney General Jeff Sessions was forced to amend prior testimony to Congress this week,
acknowledging that contrary to an earlier statement, he'd encountered the Russian
ambassador to the United States twice in the last year.

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/jeff-sessions-sergey-kislyak-mayflower _us_ 58¢05639... 5/4/2017
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Sessions appears to have left out a third instance in which they crossed paths.

In April of 2016, Sessions attended a VIP reception at a hotel in Washington, D.C., with
President Donald Trump and roughly two dozen guests, including four ambassadors. One of
them was Russian Ambassador Sergey Kislyak. The cocktail meet-and-greet took place in a
private room at the Mayflower Hotel near the White House. Shortly thereafter, Trump
delivered a foreign policy speech in the hotel's ballroom, where he called for improved
U.S.-Russia relations. Kislyak was seated in the front row.

Though the event was small, it is unclear if Sessions and Kislyak spoke directly, and a
spokeswoman for the attorney general did not respond immediately to questions about the
event from The Huffington Post. Organizers said the event included a receiving line.

Sessions did not mention the Mayflower event when he was asked during his confirmation
hearings about contacts between the presidential campaign and Russian officials. Nor did
he put that event in his amended testimony to the Senate Judiciary Committee this week.

el 8 B l-d_h‘;‘“i.h

'*‘l

U S Attorney General Jeff Sessions speaks at a news conference at the Justice Department in Washington, D C . on March 2 2017

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/jeff-sessions-sergey-kislyak-mayflower us 58c05639... 5/4/2017
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The Center for the National Interest, the conservative foreign policy organization that hosted
Trump's speech at the Mayflower, invited Kislyak to the reception. An April 2016 story in
Politico noted that Sessions also attended the event and was in the Senate Room of the
Mayflower, along with “ambassadors.”

On Wednesday, the center issued a statement that acknowledged that Kislyak and
Sessions both attended the reception but added that it was “not aware of any conversation”
between the two.

“However, in a small group setting like this one, we consider it unlikely that anyone could
have engaged in a meaningful private conversation without drawing attention from others
present,” the statement read.

White House spokeswoman Sarah Sanders, meanwhile, said the president was there “for
about five minutes” before going to the podium for his speech. There were “several
ambassadors” also present, Sanders said, adding that the suggestion that Kislyak and
Trump “met or that a meeting took place is disingenuous and absurd.”

Last week, Sessions recused himself from any involvement in future Justice Department
investigations into Trump campaign contacts with Russia after U.S. intelligence agencies
concluded that Russian intelligence agents had meddled in the U.S. election.

Do you have information you want to share with the Huffington Post? Here's how.

Christina Wilkie Suggest a correction
White House reporter, HuffPost

MORE:
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setting were inherently brief and could not be private. Our recollection is that
oraction between Mr. Trump and Ambassador Kislyak was limited to the
thange of pleasantries appropriate on such occasions.

are of any conversation between Ambassador Kislyak and Senator
the reception. However, in a small group setting like this one, we
that anyone could have engaged in a meaningful private
drawing attention from others present.

id greeting guests in the receiving line, his Secret Service
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ag this time.
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2a. Accordingly, we are not aware of
0’s traveling party could have
turned directly to their
rom the hotel.

Ads by Adblage

http://nationalinterest.org/feature/statement-regarding-president-trumps-april-27-2016-forei...  5/4/2017

DECLASSIFIED BY THE FBI
BY: H68P53P53
DATE: 07302026

2166085-1A SEC 001 SER 1A6--000038



DECLASSIFIED BY THE FBI
BY: H68P53P53

-

NATI. OO0 000
U\TIL-. UIryvusZuUuLU

Statement Regarding President Trump’s April 27, 2016 Foreign Policygt:ech at the Cent... Page 4 of 9

http://nationalinterest.org/feature/ statement-regarding-president-trumps-april-27-2016-forei...  5/4/2017
DECLASSIFIED BY THE FBI

BY: H68P53P53 2166085-1A SEC 001 SER 1A6--000039
DATE: 07302026






