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Executive Summary

Topics: Iran will lead the news following a pause in strikes amid reports of shrinking air defense interceptors. Intraparty disagreements over SAVE Act tactics, the August state work period, and other issues will be a close second. Questions about new tariffs, Russia sanctions legislation, reconciliation 3.0, government funding, the Saudi Arabia nuclear deal, and the midterms are also likely topics. 

On party infighting/SAVE/filibuster, media will try to divide Republicans by asking your boss to pick a “side” in any given question. It’s crucial to reject these false choices. Reject the false choice between the President and Senate leaders: express support for both. Reject the false choice between the SAVE Act and the filibuster: express support for both. End each answer by attacking Democrats for blocking SAVE. Point to Republican unity in opposing the extremely dangerous Democrat socialist agenda, which will make life more dangerous and unaffordable for Americans.  

For a good example of how to handle these topics, watch Senator Barrasso’s interview on the Sunday Briefing. 

On Iran, directly connect the President’s negotiations and strikes to keeping the Strait open and keeping prices low. Questions will likely concern the path forward after a pause in strikes and reporting about dwindling air defenses, concerns which the President and admin have dismissed. Remind the media we have the resources we need to finish operations, but note that the best way to protect our troops from attacks is to hit Iranian capacity to launch their weapons. 

In general, reject the “war of choice” narrative pushed by Democrats and the media. The Ayatollahs began this war 47 years ago when they started killing Americans and funding terror. As Senator Sheehy said last week, President Trump is solving an inevitable problem that Democrats made worse by ignoring it. 

On reconciliation 3.0, you’ll likely be asked about whether your boss supports that strategy, whether they support attaching elements of SAVE Act to it, and how a Senate approach would differ from the House-passed version, which falls short of the President’s request on defense. Whatever your boss’s opinion on another reconciliation bill, express support for getting our troops the funding they need and attack Democrats for opposing it. You can find Budget Chairman Johnson’s answer here. 

On government funding, emphasize that Senate and House Republicans are on the same page. We want to pass a clean CR that will keep the government open into December. Senate Republicans are addressing the White House’s funding requests in the CR before it’s brought up for a vote. 

Highlight how Republicans are doing everything possible to avoid another costly shutdown and urge Senate Democrats to do what’s right and keep the government open.  

Use all questions, but especially ones about the midterms, to attack Democrats for embracing Marxism, which is extremely unpopular. Point to the extremism of DSA candidates and their anti-American, anti-free market platform. These candidates don’t want to make life more affordable, they are idealogues backed by activists who want to destroy capitalism and reshape our government. 

Use Democrat votes against the Working Families Tax Cut and their record on energy to prove that they would make life less affordable. Talk about their record on the border and crime to prove Democrats would also make Americans less safe.

Republican Infighting/SAVE/Filibuster

[bookmark: _l2y7pc3l12ur][bookmark: _i98xu610tvkl]Topline Message: Senate Republicans and Senate leaders are united in the fight to make life safer and more affordable for the American people.

· There’s nothing the media likes more than stories of conflict between Republicans, but the truth is that we are united in our fight to make life safer and more affordable for the American people.

· We worked together to make life affordable by ending the income tax on social security benefits, ending taxes on tips, and putting more money back in the pockets of hardworking American families. 

· We worked together to make Americans safer by closing our border, deporting violent criminals (Laken Riley Act), cracking down on fentanyl, and strengthening our military.

· But most of all, we’re united against the new socialist Democrats who are threatening to undo all of that progress by opening the border, defunding the police, and raising your taxes. 

Charge:

White House Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt said President Trump’s patience is running out with John Thune. Is Senator Thune doing a good job as majority leader?

Response:
· President Trump and Senator Thune are united and doing an excellent job delivering safety and prosperity for Americans, despite unprecedented Democrat obstruction.

· Their leadership has been critical to make life affordable by ending the income tax on social security benefits, ending taxes on tips, and putting more money back in the pockets of hardworking American families. 

· They have worked together to make Americans safer by closing our border, deporting violent criminals (Laken Riley Act), cracking down on fentanyl, and strengthening our military.

· And we all agree that we have to defeat the radical Democrat socialists, who are threatening to undo our progress. 

Charge:
Should we eliminate the filibuster to pass SAVE America?

Response: 
· America needs the SAVE America Act. It’s common sense, has bipartisan support, and Democrats are wrong to oppose it. But eliminating the filibuster is a way to win the battle and lose the war.

· If we eliminated the filibuster, the next Democrat majority would repeal SAVE America and stage a complete federal takeover of state elections. They will make DC and Puerto Rico the 51st and 52nd states and pack the Supreme Court. They will create a permanent legislative majority and pass their radical agenda.

· We’ve already seen what they will do when they have the opportunity: they’ve elected “Democratic Socialist” candidates who hate America, use the flag to wipe off their hands, and use the “F” word to describe their feelings towards the United States.

· They will tax, spend, and regulate at levels America has never seen. The result will be runaway inflation and a destroyed economy.

· Make no mistake. This is 100% on Democrats. They oppose the SAVE America Act and they’d like nothing more than for us to eliminate the filibuster to pass it.
Charge:
But won’t Democrats just end the filibuster no matter what Republicans do?

Response:
· We can’t predict what the Democrats will do, but we know that they want nothing more than for Republicans to eliminate the filibuster for them.

· If we eliminate the filibuster, Democrats will make Puerto Rico and DC states, stage a complete federal takeover of our elections, and pack the Supreme Court. They will remove every barrier to their radical agenda.

· We’ve already seen what they will do when they have the opportunity: they’ve elected “Democratic Socialist” candidates who hate America, use the flag to wipe off their hands, and use the “F” word to describe their feelings towards the United States.

· They will tax, spend, and regulate at levels America has never seen. The result will be runaway inflation and a destroyed economy.

· If Democrats decide to eliminate the filibuster, I’m not going to provide them political cover. We will make sure they own the decision and the consequences with voters.

Charge: 

President Trump is calling for Leader Thune to keep the Senate in session in August to pass the SAVE America Act. Do you agree?

Response: 

· I want to pass the SAVE America Act just as much as the President, but we don’t have the votes to pass the SAVE America Act or eliminate the filibuster. 

· If staying in session will somehow change that outcome, then I’m all for it. 

· But I don’t think staying in session will make more votes appear. We are not going to get a single Democrat to vote for the SAVE America Act no matter how long we are in session. And we have work to do at home to make sure that we beat the Democrats in November.


Iran 

Topline Message: President Trump continues to deal with Iran from a position of strength. If President Trump doesn’t get what he needs from Iran in negotiations,  a return to force is fully justified. 

· President Trump is the first president to force an end to Iran’s 47-year campaign of death and destruction. Presidents Obama and Biden both tried to appease Iran, but Iran only grew stronger.

· President Trump doesn’t want war—he’s tried diplomacy, but Iran went back on their word. President Trump is absolutely right to resume harsh penalties for their terrorism, which is raising the price of oil and disrupting the world economy. 

· The blockade is further crippling the regime while allowing oil to flow through the Strait for our allies and friends. Renewed strikes hurt Iran’s ability to hold the Strait hostage and will help keep prices low. 

· President Trump is doing what other presidents refused to do: hold Iran accountable for its actions and negotiate from a position of strength. 

Charge: 

President Trump said he was considering larger strikes than anything we’ve seen so far during Operation Epic Fury, but paused them amid reports of low air defense munitions. What’s going on?

Response: 

· The President and our military leaders have been clear that we have the resources needed to finish any operations on our terms. 

· The best way to keep our troops safe is to take away Iran’s ability to launch offensive strikes, and I’m sure the president is keeping all options on the table.

· Meanwhile, Democrats are endangering our troops by blocking military funding. Now is not the time to play politics with funding for our troops. 

Charge: 

We’ve heard that Iran’s military was decimated, but now we’re pausing operations due to a defense munitions shortfall, right after we lost four soldiers. Aren’t you guys underselling this success and Iran’s capability?

Response: 

· The best way to keep our troops safe is to degrade Iran’s ability to launch attacks. 

· We’ve already degraded Iran significantly, but that doesn’t mean they aren’t still dangerous. 

· It is totally irresponsible of Democrats to block military funding at this critical moment. Our military needs everything at their disposal to finish the job. 

Charge: 

Oil prices are surging again, are you worried that prices will rise even higher? 

Response: 

· I am very concerned about the price of gas and want to make sure prices come down. 

· That’s why President Trump’s maximum pressure strategy is so important: he’s sending a clear message that the Strait must remain open, and there is a devastating price to pay for blocking it. 

· Our military has helped protecting oil tankers traversing the Strait. Since early May, U.S. forces have helped facilitate the successful transit of more than 800 commercial vessels and 380 million barrels of crude oil.

· Despite this short term increase, we know from their record that a return to Democrat control would mean higher prices for everyone. 


Charge: 

Democrats insist that President Trump doesn’t have the authority to wage this war against Iran. Would you vote for a War Powers Resolution to end this conflict? 

Response: 

· Congress should support and protect our troops who are fighting to keep us safe, not make their mission more difficult. 

· Limiting the President’s options and ability to make decisions would endanger our troops, leave our allies out to dry, and weaken America’s negotiating strength. 

· Democrats themselves have admitted that these resolutions are only “symbolic.” 

· Democrats are the only people on the planet who are helping Iran—some Democrats are even publicly cheering for the terrorist Iranian regime. 

Russia Sanctions Bill 

Topline Message: As Senator Graham knew well, raising the costs on Russia is the only way to end the war against Ukraine. Our bill will further restrict their energy sales to deprive Putin’s war machine of resources and cash. 

· Our goal is lasting, enforceable peace, and that isn’t possible if Putin can continue to fund his war through oil sales while pretending to negotiate. 

· These new sanctions target the top buyers of Russian oil and gas that help bankroll Russia’s military aggression. 

· This bill sanctions not only Russia’s leadership and energy sector, but also secondary helpers of their defense industrial base. 

· It includes tariffs on countries to pressure them into reducing their dependence on Russian oil, reducing the flow of money into Russia’s war chest. 

· It’s time to get this bill passed and help bring Putin to the negotiating table. 

Charge: 

President Trump said that Iran sanctions should be included in this bill. Do you agree?

Response: 

· President Trump is right. In addition to Russia, Iran must pay for terrorizing the globe. It’s a mistake to view both of these hostile powers in a vacuum. 

· It’s well known that Russia is providing Iran with targeting data in the Middle East.

· Iran and Russia are threats to America and our allies, and their malign cooperation makes both countries more dangerous. It makes sense to ratchet up sanctions on both of them. 
Government Funding

Topline Message: Senate Republicans’ top priority is avoiding another costly government shutdown. We are doing everything possible to keep the government open. Democrats should do the right thing and join us. 

· Democrats’ government shutdowns have cause so much unneeded pain for Americans in the last year: permanent loss of $7-14B in GDP, 7,500 canceled flights costing the travel industry $2.6B, more than 1,000 TSA Agents quit, and 1.3 million troops faced paycheck uncertainty.

· Senate and House Republicans are on the same page. We want to keep the government open into December and pass a CR before funding runs out. 

· Republicans are working through the appropriations process to ensure the government remains funded, but so far, Democrats have not engaged in good faith. 


Charge: 

Why won’t the Senate take up the House-passed CR?

Response: 

· The Senate is simply adding the anomalies requested by the White House that were not in the House version. 

· House and Senate Republicans are on the same page. We want a clean CR that keeps the government open until December and want to pass it before the deadline. 

Midterms 

Topline Message: While Republicans are focused on making Americans safer and more prosperous, Democrats are supporting Marxists who want to tear down our country. 

· Republicans are in a strong position to keep our majorities in the House and Senate because we’re focused on what people care about: their safety and prosperity.

· Americans are right that things still cost too much, and we’re working on that. But Americans also know that electing Democrats would make that problem worse. 

· By contrast, every single Democrat voted for the largest middle-class tax hike in American history. 

· Democrats say that Marxists are the future of their party. Their platform calls for abolishing the Senate, granting amnesty to all illegal aliens, and defunding the Department of War. 

· Last week, the new leader of the Democratic Party, Zohran Mamdani, called for the arrest of Israel’s Prime Minister. The growing alliance between Marxists and Islamists is not a joke. 

· Republicans have also secured the border, strengthened the military, and crime is down—in fact, homicide rates are at their lowest since 1900.

· Democrats’ midterm pitch to Americans is that they opposed the largest middle-class tax cut in history, orchestrated the longest full and partial government shutdowns in history, and want to stop deporting criminal illegal aliens. If elected, they’ll raise your taxes and burden the economy with more regulations.

· Americans want a strong economy, secure borders, and less crime, which is what Republicans are fighting for. 
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